November 27, 2022
First Sunday of Advent – Birthday Sunday

The Service of Worship
* Please rise in body or in spirit as you are able.
Please observe silence and turn off mobile devices during the preludes.
Large print Bibles and hymnals and assistive listening devices are available upon request. Please see an usher.
Music used with permission under OneLicense #A-718062. All rights reserved.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
Organ Preludes
Monica Umstaedt Rossman
Partita: O God, Thou Faithful God (O Gott, du frommer Gott)
Wilbur Held
Fanfare – Chorale – Saraband – Bicinium – Ritornello – Pastorale – Maestoso – Andantino – Chorale
Greeting & Announcements

Chris Tuttle
Adapted from Psalm 62:5

Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Call to Worship
[8:30am] Carolyn and Gordon Cleaver
[11:00am] Linda Van Gombos and Phyllis Grube
By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance,
O God of our salvation;
You are the hope of all the ends of the earth
And of the farthest seas.
This Advent, we wait in hope.
Hymn 92, vs 1 While We are Waiting, Come
While we are waiting, come;
While we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.

Waiting

*The Hymn No. 347 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Picardy

The Act of Confession
Why do we confess our sin?
Because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
But why do we do this together?
Because we are a community, a covenant people.
Then let us confess our sin.

Alex Stayer-Brewington
Prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC

God of today and God of tomorrow,
You say, “Bring your full self. There’s room for you here.”
But we say, “Our lives are too messy.”
You say, “Bring your hopes and your dreams. There’s room for you here.”
But we say, “It’s too risky to hope.”
You say, “Bring your grief and your prayers. There’s room for you here.”
But we say, “Some things are easier to forget.”
God of today and God of tomorrow,

We know in our hearts that there’s room for us here.
Forgive us for withholding our full selves from you.
Forgive us for giving only our Sunday best.
Help us remember, today and tomorrow,
There’s room for every story. Amen.
A Time of Personal Silent Confession
Kyrie Eleison
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

arr. David N. Johnson

The Assurance of Pardon

* The Gloria Patri No. 581
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
Children’s Message
Following the Children’s Message during the 11:00am service, children 4 yrs–1st grade are invited to Godly Play
in the Church Parlor. Younger children may join the nursery in Mission Center Room G7.
Sharing Our Mission
Prayer for Illumination
Hymn 82, vs. 1 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. Amen.
Readings from Scripture
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
The Sermon

Advent Greet & Gift at Bull City Fair Trade
Hyfrydol

Habakkuk 1:1-7; 2:1-4; 3:[3b-6], 17-19

Chris Tuttle

Moments of Silence
* The Hymn No. 85 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah

Tif in Veldele

* Affirmation of Faith

The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional Version)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right
hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Birthday Prayer
Cheryl Barton Henry
O God, our times are in your hands. Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another year. Grant
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Birthday Hymn
I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

African-American spiritual

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory
[8:30] Meditation on Picardy

Charles Callahan

[11:00] People, Look East

French folk melody; text by Eleanor Farjeon; see Hymn 105
The Chancel Choir

* Doxology
Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above,
ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

GO IN GOD’S NAME
* The Hymn No. 643 Now Thank We All Our God

Nun danket Alle Gott

* The Charge and Benediction
* Musical Blessing
Hymn 748
Go with us, Lord, and guide the way through this and every coming day,
That in your Spirit strong and true our lives may be our gift to you.

Tallis’ Canon

Organ Postlude
Nun danket Alle Gott (Now Thank We All Our God)

Setting by Sigfrid Karg Elert

~~~
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
Today
8:30am Service
Ushers Volunteers Needed
Offering Counter Steve Harward

December 4
8:30am Service
Ushers Perry Tharrington, Bill McAvoy
Offering Counter Steve Harward

11:00am Service
Welcome Station Elizabeth Aldridge
Ushers Volunteers Needed
Lector Rachel Meyen
Offering Counters Kay Rosenmarkle, Rebekah Perry
Sound Technician Don Smith
Live Stream Technician Mark Hill

11:00am Service
Welcome Station Blair Craig
Ushers Volunteers Needed
Lector Rachel Meyen
Offering Counter Volunteer Needed
Sound Technician Wes Bolton
Live Stream Technician Volunteer Needed

We love our Worship Volunteers!
To sign up, visit https://bit.ly/WPCworshipvolunteers or click the “serve” icon at wpcdurham.org. Thanks!
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27 WEEKLY UPDATE & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Opportunities to learn, worship, connect, and serve

TODAY: The GiFT of Gratitude
9:45‐10:45am, Fellowship Hall
Instead of our individual age‐grouped Church School classes, all are invited to come together, build
relationships, and learn from each other in this GiFT ‐ Generations in Faith Together*. These gatherings
are experiential, interactive, and will engage us in the spiritual practice of Gratitude. What better way to
round out Thanksgiving weekend and prepare our hearts to celebrate the gift of our Messiah?
*Children ages 3 and under may prefer the nursery with our stellar Nursery Staﬀ Team.

WEDNESDAY: Women’s Fellowship at Namu
November 30, 7:00pm
Attention, women of WPC: Come on out to Namu on Wednesday, November 30 at 7:00pm to enjoy a
cold or warm beverage outside and catch up with your church friends...and maybe make some new ones.
Questions? Contact Carol Mansfield (carol.anne.mansfield@gmail.com) or Cherrie Barton Henry
(cherrie@wpcdurham.org).

NEXT SUNDAY: Lovefeast, a Westminster Tradition
Sunday, December 4, 5:00pm
Join us in the Sanctuary for a service of lights, hymns, and fellowship from Moravian
customs. Our youth group oﬀers the Lovefeast service each year to show gratitude
for the church family that prays and cares for them. Organ preludes begin at 4:30pm.

Advent Greet & Gift at Bull City Fair Trade
Monday, December 5, 6:00‐7:30pm
Want to give the gift that gives twice? The Global Missions Committee encourages you to shop at Bull
City Fair Trade as part of your Christmas tradition. Bull City Fair Trade is a nonprofit retail store focused
on providing fair wages to low‐income craft persons. They work with artisans from 70 developing
countries and the US, giving them access to the US market to sell their handmade crafts. On their
website and in the store, you will also find eco‐friendly merchandise devoted to any number of social
goods from fighting human traﬃcking to aiding refugees, and more. All artisans are paid under Fair
Trade standards, ensuring a livable wage for their country.
Bull City Fair Trade will be open exclusively to the WPC congregation and friends to shop on Monday,
December 5, 6:00‐7:30pm. WPC staﬀ will be there to meet and greet shoppers. Get a 10% discount on all
items purchased at the Greet & Gift or on their website (December 5, 12:00am ‐ 11:59 pm, code WESTMINSTER).

Share Your Blessings, Share Your Christmas
Sign Up Today – Several Unclaimed Names Remain!
Next Sunday is Last Day to Bring in Donations
For more than 45 years, "Share Your Christmas" has provided holiday gifts to some of our most vulnerable neighbors, a mission
WPC has participated in for many years. This year we’ve committed to serving 133 people. As of this writing, there are still several
individuals on our Share Your Christmas list for whom no one had yet signed up. Please sign up today at https://bit.ly/2022syc! All
the gift details are available on the online sign‐up. The deadline for donating gifts is next Sunday, December 4. Please contact
Ryan Steck (ryan.d.steck@gmail.com) if you’d like to help with sorting and delivering gifts.

Advent Lessons & Carols, Sunday, December 11, 8:30am & 11:00am
Westminster Ringers, Sunday, December 18, 8:30am & 11:00am
Join us for this beloved part of Westminster’s Advent journey as we reflect on the meaning of Advent
through Scripture lessons, hymns, and seasonal music presented by our Chancel Choir and instrumentalists.
Invite a friend! Be sure to join us on Sunday, December 18, to hear our Westminster Ringers perform beautiful
seasonal music for our Advent worship.

“Go Tell It!” A Christmas Pageant Open to All Ages, Sunday, December 11, 4:30pm
All are invited to join us to experience this dramatization of the Christmas Story! Hear the
Scriptures, sing the carols, and journey to Bethlehem along with Mary and Joseph, the Friendly
Beasts, shepherds, and Wise Ones. This pageant welcomes all ages! The deadline to sign up is
November 30: https://bit.ly/22wpcpageant. Please contact Marietta Wynands
(marietta@wpcdurham.org) with any questions.
There will be a festive fellowship reception following the Pageant so make plans to stick around
afterward to catch up with your WPC friends. Please bring a finger food to share (savory or
sweet). You can drop oﬀ your dish in the Fellowship Hall kitchen before attending the Pageant.

Advent Aperture: Art & Music by Candlelight
Wednesday, December 14, 6:30pm Reception, 7:00 Program
In what has become a beloved tradition, Ruth Caccavale and Monica Rossman collaborate to
bring a lively and meaningful oﬀering of the art and music of Advent. Come early for fellowship
and refreshments in Room 207, followed by this informative program in the Music Room.
Register today at https://www.wpcdurham.org/adults/aperture‐series. Childcare will be
available for ages eight and younger if requested before December 4 – please contact Marietta
Wynands (marietta@wpcdurham.org).
A member of Westminster, Ruth taught art at Rutgers University and currently works in the education department at the
Nasher Museum. Monica has been an active church musician for more than 40 years, serving as Associate Chapel Organist/
Assistant Director of Choral Activities at Duke and on the music faculty at Ohio State before joining the WPC staﬀ in 1994.

Make a Joyful Noise! Caroling for All Ages
Sunday, December 18, 6:00pm
Bring Christmas cheer to the homes of some of our beloved church family members! All ages are invited to join in this
Westminster tradition organized by our Congregational Care Committee. A great singing voice is not required, simply grab your
favorite Christmas sweater and a flashlight to meet us in the parking lot by the Sanctuary. Carolbooks will be provided. Carolers
will return to church afterwards for refreshments. Contact Cherrie Barton Henry with any questions (cherrie@wpcdurham.org).

Prayer Service of Healing & Wholeness
Wednesday, December 21, 7:00pm
"Come to me all who are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest." – Matt. 11:28
As we prepare to receive the love that comes at Christmas, a simple Prayer Service of Healing &
Wholeness will be held on Wednesday, December 21, at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary. This informal,
“come‐as‐you‐are” service of only 25 minutes will be a time where among candles and the
gathering darkness we can gather to find rest in Jesus’ love. Bring whatever burdens or grief you
are carrying this season, and join us as we pray for ourselves and others.

Honor a Loved One with a Poinsettia & Donation to the WPC Flower Guild
You are invited to oﬀer a poinsettia in memory or in honor of a loved one by making a $10
donation to the WPC Flower Guild. Visit https://bit.ly/2022wpcpoinsettias to submit your
donation and honorarium/memorial by Wednesday, December 14. Poinsettias will be available
for pick‐up after Christmas Eve 8:00pm service. Please contact Bonnie Derr (bbderr@nc.rr.com)
with any questions. Thank you!

Devotionals for the Season of Advent
Advent is a time to get ready to celebrate the mystery of the incarnation of God in the infant Jesus. In the midst of all that
culture throws at us, we as Christians are invited to something else: silence, meditative reading, a candle‐lighting ritual, poems,
music, art. You may find that you meet the Christ Child by going a diﬀerent way. Pick up any of the following take‐home
resources in the Mission Center and the Narthex:
From Generation to Generation: The promise, hope, and liberation within the Christmas story is meant to be lived out and
passed on from generation to generation. What are we being called to generate or bring forth? What about this season will you
pass on to the next generation? Pick up a copy of this colorful booklet and enjoy daily art, poetry, and reflections throughout the
season of Advent.

Advent: A Calendar of Daily Devotions 2022 provides devotions, Scripture, and prayer based on the
Revised Common Lectionary.
An Advent Calendar for Families: Want a fun and meaningful way to journey through Advent
together as a family? Pick up a copy of our Advent Calendar and hang it on your fridge. Starting on
December 1, count down the days of Advent by coloring one of the figures. Then, complete the
daily action prompt together as a family.

2022 Christmas Oﬀering – RIP Debt Forgiveness
RIP Debt Forgiveness is a national nonprofit whose mission is to strengthen communities by abolishing financially burdensome
medical debt. Over one hundred million Americans – one in three! – struggle with medical debt. Have we got your interest? Visit
https://ripmedicaldebt.org/about/ to learn more about how it works and https://bit.ly/RIPdebtreliefonNPR to hear a recent NPR
story about this amazing nonprofit.
Here are the basics: Every $100 RIP Debt donation received relieves $10,000 of medical debt for
individuals who earn less than four times the federal poverty level or for whom medical debt is 5%
or more of their annual income. Studies show that two‐thirds of all bankruptcies cite medical
debt as a leading cause, and 50% of all Americans must choose every day between paying a
medical bill or basic needed expenses such as food and housing.
The Local Missions Committee is excited to be joining in with churches across our Presbytery this year that are supporting RIP
Debt in North Carolina. Together we can be both merciful and just! You may contribute to the Christmas Oﬀering at any time this
month. There are three ways to give:
 Online at www.wpcdurham.org/give.
 Text the words WPCDURHAM CHRISTMAS and your donation amount to 73256 (standard text message rates may apply).
 By a check mailed or delivered to the church (Make checks payable to WPC with "Christmas Oﬀering" on the memo line).

Important Information on Giving as the Year’s End Approaches
Gifts of Stock are welcomed as a one‐time donation or as a pledge payment. Please contact, or
have your broker contact, Sharon Morgan in the Finance Oﬃce (sharon@wpcdurham.org or 919‐
489‐4974, ext 122) to obtain transfer instructions for sending a stock gift to the church’s
brokerage account. We’ll need to know the stock(s) being given, the expected number of shares,
and how you would like the gift applied. Please note that many times stocks are transferred into
our account without a name attached, so advanced notice of your gift is important to ensure it is
applied according to your wishes. Be aware that the exact value of your gift depends on the value
of the stock on the day it is given to the church, and no capital gain is realized on gifts of appreciated securities to the church.
Donating Cryptocurrency to WPC is possible, too! Do you have bitcoin or another cryptocurrency? If so, you can donate this to
the church without paying capital gains, and receive donation credit on the full present value, much like a stock donation. If
you’re interested in learning more, please contact Sharon Morgan (sharon@wpcdurham.org).
Giving Through the Charitable IRA Rollover is a popular giving option. If you are age 70‐1/2 or older, you can transfer a gift
directly to Westminster from your IRA (not a 401(k) or other type of retirement plan). You do not have to recognize the transfer
as taxable income, and you can count the amount transferred toward your required minimum distribution for 2022. Please
contact your financial advisor and notify the church finance oﬃce if you are considering this option for a year‐end gift to WPC.
About Your Annual Pledge of Giving. . . . If you’ve fallen behind on your 2022 pledged giving, we encourage you to try to catch
up before the year is out. You can log in to myWPC to check your balance, or contact Sharon to help you determine the amount
remaining on your 2022 pledge. Thanks to everyone who has made a pledge to support Westminster in 2023! If you haven’t yet
sent in your pledge, simply call or email Sharon with your 2023 giving details. Our commitment of financial pledges is critical to
Westminster’s mission, ministry, and the future of this church. THANK YOU!

Looking Ahead to 2023: Spring Service Pilgrimage to New Bern, March 26‐31
The time has at last come to put our work clothes in a suitcase, say our prayers, and head down
east! We’re partnering with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for a week of fellowship, spiritual
growth, and service. We'll spend our days assisting with simple home repairs for people who
are still recovering from Hurricane Florence. We'll also take some time to learn more about God
and the gift of one another as we practice our faith, and even experience the cultural (and
culinary!) traditions of eastern North Carolina. Everybody 12 and up is invited to participate in
this joint venture between our Youth Ministry and Global Missions Committees. The cost is $175
per person (scholarships available). Register by January 9, 2023 at https://bit.ly/2023newbernmission.
Questions? Contact Alex (alex@wpcdurham.org) or Cherrie (cherrie@wpcdurham.org).

WESTMINSTER THIS WEEK
Sunday, November 27 – First Sunday of Advent, Birthday Sunday
8:15am Nursery opens for infants and toddlers – Room G7
8:30am Worship – Sanctuary
9:45am A GifT of Gratitude (Generations in Faith Together)
Confirmation Class
10:00am Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Music Room
11:00am Worship – Sanctuary & YouTube
Godly Play – Parlor
12:15pm WPC Youth Group Lunch – Youth Suite
12:30pm Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsal #1 with
Speaking Roles and Instrumentalists – Room 105 &
Sanctuary
Monday, November 28
9:30am Monday Morning Bible Study – Room 105
7:00pm Westminster Ringers Rehearsal – Music Room
Tuesday, November 29
10:00am WPC Staﬀ Meeting – Room 105

Thursday, December 1
9:30am Doorways – Parlor
12:00pm Men’s Book Club – Zoom
6:15pm Lovefeast Rehearsal – Sanctuary
7:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Music Room
Sunday, December 4 – Second Sunday of Advent,
Communion Sunday
8:15am Nursery opens for infants and toddlers – Room G7
8:30am Worship – Sanctuary
9:45am Church School for All Ages
High School Brunch Bunch
Confirmation Class
10:00am Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Music Room
11:00am Worship – Sanctuary & YouTube
Godly Play – Parlor
12:00pm Felllowship, Doughnuts, and Cider – Courtyard
5:00pm Lovefeast – Sanctuary

Wednesday, November 30
1:45pm Food Distribution at Iglesia Emanuel Presbiteriana
Sign‐up: https://bit.ly/IglesiaPresEmanuel
7:00pm Women’s Fellowship Gathering – Namu
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