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Experiencethere-telling of our Savior’sbirth!

e The4:30 worship service on December 24this
devoted to the telling of the Christmas Story by the
children of our congregation.

e TheJunior Choir will sing.

e Carolswill be sung (accompanied by some of our
junior musicians).

» Children under the age of 5 yearsareinvited tojoin
inthefinal procession carrying “twinkling stars’.
They will meet in the narthex prior to the singing of
Slent Night.

4:30 PM  Children’s Christmas Pageant

6:00 PM A Serviceof Carols, Readings, & Lights-
featuring special music by aguitar quartet,
aguitar soloist, and vocal soloists

8:00 PM A Serviceof Carols, Readings, & Lights-
featuring the Chancel Choir and Westminster

BrassEnsemble

Christmas Eve Potluck Dinner - inthe Fellowship
Hall between services (5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.).
Volunteers are needed for serving & cleaning up. Please
contact Mitch Dozier (969-9683).

To all the folks who worked on the Lovefeast,

The youth could not look so good without you! Thank
you for adl you did over thelast few weeks. It takesalot
of handsto bring about the Lovefeast. | am very grateful
that so many people choose to help the youth with this

service. =3
Have awonderful Advent & Chrismas! r 31
Thank you, ‘
June )

Remember: On December 26th there will
be no Sunday School and only one
worship serviceat 11:00 am.

. WPC Hosts IHN
. Dec. 26th - Jan. 2nd |

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK will bewith
Westminster Presbyterian Church from December 26th
through January 2nd! This holiday season, our church
will host up to three homeless families during the week
between Christmas and New Year’s. What a wonderful
opportunity to share Christian love, care, and hospitality
with those less fortunate during this season of giving and
sharing!

Although the families will not stay at our church during
the week (IHN arrangesfor the familiesto stay at alocal
hotel and thuswewill not provide overnight hostsor trans-
portation), we will still provide these families with lunch
and dinner each day that week. These meals can be home-
cooked and delivered to the hotel, or donations may be
made to purchase gift certificates to nearby restaurants.
For detailson how you or your family can helpwithmeals
during thisvisit from our IHN friends, please contact Sara
Pottenger (493-5922 or stpott@aol.com).

Thank you for helping with this ministry of caring and
hospitality!
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IO Ty/w %/L £ q, Celebrations
‘%(JDWLAI/U/QU\\\ | /ﬁ + Aerin Borden was born to Kennon & Holly Borden
J—" on December 9th.

+ Cheryl Duling's father, Elwood Atkins, died on + Marge & Dennis Enber g became grandparents
December 8th. again on December 1st. Colin Walker Enberg was

+ Alexis Franzese' sfather, Frank Franzese, died on born to Erik & Melissa Enberg.

December 11thin New York. N
+ Shirley Joinesisrecovering from pneumonia Dear Conaregation ~
Bill Joines' mother, Ally Joines, died on December gregation. ﬂ:":e
4th. When you call the church with

funeral, hospital, or wedding ﬂtES

+ Sally & Richard Keener are mourning the death
of their niece, Christine, who died from meningitis.
Christine was a so the cousin of Amy Simonson.

information, please help the
church staff with correct names, places, and dates so
that thisinformation gets correctly transmitted to the

+ CarrieMarshall isserioudly ill at homewith congregation.

lung cancer. We have had some instances of misspelled namesand
+ Nancy Rozak’s brother, Doug Sullivan, contin- locations which your staff regrets. Your care for each
uesin treatment for melanoma. other iswhat the church isall about and we wish to be

+ Carol Walker’sfather, Findley Smith, isseriously ashelpful aspossible.

ill in Charlotte, NC.

Year End Contribution Guidelines

The General Rule: Theincometax regulations specify that “ordinarily, acontribution is made at thetime delivery takes
place. Theunconditional delivery or mailing of acheck which subsequently clearsin due coursewill congtitute an effective
contribution on the date of delivery or mailing.” According to this language, a check dated December 31, 2004, but
physically delivered in January 2005 is deductible only on the donor’s 2005 federa tax return. Thisis so, even though a
donor backdates a check to read “December 31, 2004” during church services conducted in January 2005, or in fact
completed and dated the check on December 31, 2004, but givesit to the church on or after January 1, 2005.

An Exception: The only exception to this rule is the case of a check that is dated and mailed (and postmarked) in
December of 2004. The fact that the church does not receive the check until January of 2005 does not prevent the donor
from deducting it on hisor her 2004 federd tax return. Therulesare summarized in thefollowing table.

Remember: Do not file your 2004 Federal Income Tax Return until you receive your 2004 year end statement. Some
donors may not be able to deduct certain contributionsiif they file atax return before receiving their church contribution
statement.

Church Treasurer Church Treasurer
Type of Contribution Reports as 2004 Reports as 2005
Contribution Contribution
Checkswrittenin Dec. 2004 and put in the church X
offering in Jan. 2005
Checkswritten and put in the church offering in X
Jan. 2005, but “backdated” to Dec. 2004
Checkswritten and put in the church offering in X
Dec. 2004 but “ postdated” to Jan. 2005
Checkswrittenin Dec. 2004, mailed and postmarked in X
Dec. 2004, but not received by the church until Jan. 2005
Checkswritten in Dec. 2004, mailed in Dec. 2004, but not X
postmarked until Jan. 2005, and not received until Jan. 2005
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Dear Youth,

You guys did such awonderful job last Sunday night! You
are the best! Most of you are the best, again!  Thanks for
coming year after year to carry out this rather complicated
service and make it look easy. The whole Lovefeast was
celebrated and not one person got coffee spilled on them.
Okay, a few of you did, but that was not a big problem.
Thank you for standing outside as you were asked to. You
looked grest. | believe*angelic” wastheword used. | think
the congregation felt thanked. | know | felt blessed to have
youall towork with. May thisChristmasbe specia for each
of you.

Thank you,
June

Whadda kick sitting with everybody at the carol sng! U r
faithful in attending dl the stuff your church does....and there
were abunch of u at early church! Whats upwithat? Huh!

The Lovefeast wasatota hit. Congregation loved the mu-
sic. The photographer for the paper loved the way you
dropped hot wax on her while she was shooting your an-
gelic faces. Sew many of u r playing for Christmas stuff.
Hope | can get to see abunch of u.

Liz brought the beach boy. Grayson will take your money

Choir ‘Notes

Join the Chancel Choir & friends for Christmas caroling on
Tuesday, Dec. 21<t. Meetinthechurch parkinglot at 6:15 p.m.
We will travel by church bus & private cars. The more, the
merrier!

Many thanksto al singers, instrumentalists, and readers who
participated inthe Festival of Lessonsand Carolson Dec. 12th!
We dl truly appreciate the time, energy, and talent that went
into the preparation of thisvery specia worship experience.

Chancel Choir reminders:

--Wewill haveregular Thurs. rehearsals on Dec. 16th & 23rd.
--Choir singsfor the8 p.m. ChrissmasEve service; choir warms
up inthesanctuary at 7:15 p.m. Anthem listisavailableinthe
musiC room.

--The choir will not sing Sunday, Dec. 26th. Instead, enjoy
specia music for recorder, harp, and voice- emphasizing early
English carols- provided by Kay Bailey and friends.

--No choair rehearsa on Thurs,, Dec. 30th.

--Our first rehearsal of the new year is January 6th.

Junior Choir reminders:

--No afternoon rehearsal on Wed., Dec. 22nd; instead, cometo
the pageant dress rehearsal in the sanctuary a 10 am.

--Junior Choir sings two anthemsfor the 4:30 p.m. Christmas
Eve pageant service.

--No rehearsal on Wed., Dec. 29th. Our first rehearsa of the
new year is January 5th.

since she is treasurer of the NJHS. Walker brings weird
frens. Kenzie, thehat looksgood. Next year, weadd voices
to Overholt and Thompson - the two calinkbirds that had
snortsof laughing gas. Hannahisditching thebraces. Happy

birthday somebody.

Great Mexico meeting. Could behugetripif everyonegoes
that is yappin’ about it. Montreat islookin’ good for the
summer bit. Pray for our seniorswho are starting to apply
to schools. We know they’re tops.

Sponsors retreat was so good that they want another one.
Du u know that they cry when they talkabout u? They love
uguys. Vanessaisthat aread diamond inyer nose?

Wannaski trip? Better tell me. Better du abetter jobthanu
did telling me what u wanted to eat at the carol sing. 2
peebles got back to me and forty of u showed up. Thomas
found his pants. Bring back your skirts. Faboolus council
meeting with wonderful Rebecca. Setting up a Spring cal-
endar. Seeu at daparty at Rebeccas.

pem_—__—__—_TT-—_—_—_—_—_———
! Vestninster |
| =02 ghod for
I Sz Young (hildren |

The students of Westminster School have been busy cel-
ebrating Christmas! Our three-year-old classes|earned about
Christmas celebrations around the world last Friday. Tues-
day our four-year-olds participated in aMexican Fiesta.

Thanksto our church staff for teaching us about Christmas
through their stories and songs at Celebrations.
Thanksto all of you for participating in our annual “ Share A
Toy” drive. The Durham Rescue Mission will put all of
those toys, games, and books to very good use!
We also thank you for your continued support of this pro-
gram. The staff and studentswish you avery Merry Christ-
mas!

Our last day of school isthisFriday, the 17th. We will return
on Monday, January 3rd.




December 15, 2004 The Rest of the Sory Page 4

Library Alert

When Checking Out Books, please:

» Signthe card in the envel ope on the back cover of the
book with your name and the current date.

* Leavethecardinthe box provided.

* Note the current date on a post-it note and attach it to
the book envelope to remind you that the book is due
in three weeks.

Our library has some lovely booksfor children and adults
that you will want to read during the Advent season aswe
prepare for Christmas. One of these booksis The Christ-
mas Sory from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, pub-
lished by the Metropolitan Museum of Art and edited by
Marguerite Northrop. Itisthetraditional Bible story, beau-
tifully illustrated with paintings from the Museum. They
are in color supplemented by black and white line draw-
ings. Thisbook isappropriatefor older elementary school
through high school children. Parentsmay enjoy reading it
to their children. Thisbook isfor art loversof all ages. It
isareal treasure.

The Legend of the Candy Cane
by Lori Walburg

A stranger rideshishorseinto asmall town and stopsin front
of adark, boarded-up building. The town folk wonder what
the stranger will do with the abandoned store. A little girl
named Lucy goes to the store and offers to help the store
owner. Sheisdelighted to find mounds of candy inthe boxes
that she helps Mr. Sonneman unpack. In the last box, Lucy
findsthe candy canes. She has never seen thiskind of candy
beforeand askswhat it is.

Mr. Sonneman tells her the story of the candy cane and how
the candy cane tells the story of Jesus. The store owner and
Lucy then sharethe story with others. At theend of the book,
the store is transformed into a bright, welcoming gathering
place where the people share not only candy, but aso, the
miracleof Jesus birth: Hissacrifice, and Hisforgiveness.

The Legend of the Candy Caneisfor kids ages 4 to 8, how-
ever, anyonewho readsit will think about the candy caneina
different way.

Review by DebraBagwell

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

The Sacraments Classfor childrenin grades 1-4 (and
their parents) will be held on Sundays, January 2nd, 9th,
and 16th, from 12:15 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. in the Youth Suite.
It is our tradition to share lunch together while we learn
about the sacraments of Lord’s Supper and Baptism. Call
Nancy Rozak (489-4974, ex. 104) to register your child.

Winter Bible Sudy

A Lenten Bible Study will be held Wednesday evenings Feb-
ruary 16 - March 23, 2005. Richard Draffin and Nancy
Rozak will lead astudy of the Passion based on aserieshy
Dr. JamesMickey Efird of DukeDivinity School. Signup
will begin on January 2nd.

L enten Spirituality Course

Betty Ber ghauswill lead aspirituality courseduring Lent,
onMonday nights, from February 21t through March 14th.
In part, the coursewill ook at Henri Nouwen’sbook, Mak-
ing All Things New. We will also sharein prayer experi-
encesand spiritua disciplines, aswelook at how wecan be
morespiritua inour daily lives. If interested, contact Betty
at church (489-4974, ext. 108; betty@wpcdur ham.or g).

: A Small Miracle

I by Peter Collington

| A Small Miracle might better be named “A Wondrous

| Miracle.” In96frames, Peter Collingtontellsapoignant
story about a poor, lonely woman who is able to cel-

ebrate Christmas after many misadventures.

Collington needs no words to get his story across. The
stark illustrations make the elderly woman’s plight even
moredisturbing.

I

I

I

I

I

I

| Family members may want to look at this book alone
: and then discusshow they felt asthey looked at the scenes.
I | was reminded that our God is a God of miracles and
I that nothing isimpossible for Him. The pictures of the
| joyless, hurrying shoppers opened my eyesto the plight
| of othersand helped meto remember that | can be Jesus
| handsand feet.

I

I

I

I

I

Thisbook ismost appropriatefor older elementary chil-
dren to adults.

Review by DebraBagwell
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&5 Give & Grow at
<
%?u;letin Boar New Hope Conference Center

New Hope Camp and Conference Center, Inc. ishosting

“Creativity and Contemplation: Deepening your Art
and Faith Journey in the New Year” a workshop for
those interested in exploring the link between arts and
spirituality. This workshop will be held the first four
Wednesday morningsin January. Call the camp office at
942-4716 for moreinformation and registration packets.

2004 Honor Card %=

Urban Ministries of Durham -

This holiday season, Urban Ministries of Durham is offer-
ing a beautiful Honor Card, Evening's Peace by Greens-
boro artist, William Mangum. Please consider purchasing | Donations Needed: Do you have framed prints, large
oneor morefor your friends, family members, and colleagues | photos or other decorative wall art residing in your attic
for a$5 minimum donation per card. Thecard'ssubtleim- | or closet? Severa of the buildingsat the New Hope Camp
ageof alonefigure carrying all of hisbelongingsremindsus | and Conference Center are newly painted - and most of
of the needs of the homeless and hungry. the walls are bare. Please consider whether something
you no longer need might be suitableto hel p beautify the

Cards may be purchased in the church office. Thisisa N
buildings.

wonderful way to honor a special person inyour lifewhile
aso helpingtofeed, clothe, and shelter our hungry andneedy |« Wall art in many sizesisrequested.
neighbors who come to Urban Ministries of Durham. e Extracushionsfor This End Up furniture and

Please give generously during thisholiday season. medium to large area rugs are also needed.

If, for some reason, your donated item cannot be used, it
will be donated to alocal Thrift Shop unlessyou specifi-
W 0 R I_ DW | D E cally ask that it be returned to you. To make arrange-

ments for donations, please call the camp office (942-
MISSIONS |0

At its November meeting, the Global Missions Committee voted to fund anumber of projects with the monies designated
for that purposeinthe Globa MissionsFund. Thecommitteewasexcited to beableto assist so many different groupsthisyear
and isappreciative of the congregation’s support of thiscommittee'swork. The projects supported and theamountsgiven are
listed below. Youwill dsofind the addresses of the organi zations sponsoring the projectsin the event that you want to make
an individual contribution to any of these groups. If you have any questions, please contact Frances Anton (490-5202
f.anton@stanfordalumni.org).

1. Church World Service Africa I nitiative (rehabilitate a borehole for awell) - $1200
Joe Moran, CWS/CRORP, 1006 Lamond Ave., Durham, NC 27701
2. Music Mission Kiev Durham February Concert Support- $500
Music Mission Kiev, 238 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 110, Casselberry, FL
3. Music Mission Kiev: Widow Sponsor ship- $480(recurring commitment).
The committee selected Oksana Simakovawho is 85 years old. Address same as above.
4. Support for Getsemani Retreat Center run by our missionary to Mexico, Don Wehmeyer - $500
Outreach Foundation, 318 Seaboard Lane, Suite 205, Franklin, TN 37067
5. Disaster Relief supplies (Generator, bottled water) - $995.
These funds will be used to restock WPC's storeroom for work in Hyde County and elsewhere.
6. Presbyterian Campus Ministries Scholar ship for Dec/Jan Cuban Mission trip - $250
Allen Proctor, 27 Horne Street, Raleigh, NC 27607
7. Disaster Recovery Fund for the Presbytery of Western North Carolina - $500
SheilaYoung, PWNC, 114 Silver Creek Road, Morganton, NC 28655
8. M’'tendere Presbyterian Church School (Zambia)- $1500
Fresher Maphiri, c/o Center for Infectious Disease Research in Zambia, Plot 5977 CNR Chozi / Benakale
Road, Corner Benekale Mwembeshi Road Northmead, P. O. Box 34681, Lusaka, Zambia
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“...and what doestheLord
require of you but to dojustice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?"
Micah 6:8

7

~\

Mike a Joyful Noise
Sunday School children ages 2 to 5 will sing at the

11 a.m. wor ship serviceon Sunday, December 19th.
The children, teachers, and guitar man will go di-
rectly to the 11 a.m. wor ship service from Sunday

Seminarians

Three of our young peoplewho are preparing for the min-
istry will serve asliturgists helping to lead worship on the
next three Sundays:

December 19th - Rebecca Hylander (1st year at Duke
Divinity School)

December 26th - Tully Fletcher (1st year at Columbia
Theologica Seminary)

January 2nd - Marian Draffin (2nd year at Fuller
Theologica Seminary)

December 19, 2004 - Bell Sunday
Preacher: Paul Ransford
Titles: “We Still Don’t Get It.” (Rebecca Hylander)

School.
\

J

attend. Don't missit!

JANUARY 7th - Sth
AWEEKEND WITH STEVE PRICE

A nationally known educator and church recreation
leader iscoming to spend aweekend with our church
family. Activitieswill begin on Friday night and con-
tinue through Sunday worship. Keep watching for
the specificdetails. Steve'sevent will bring educa
tion, recreation, and relationship building to all who

Special Music:

“We Got It!” (Paul Ransford)
Text: Matthew 1:18-25

December 26, 2004

(Oneworshp serviceat 11 a.m., no Sunday School)
Preacher: Haywood Holderness

Title: “Herod on the Christmas Tree?’

Text: Matthew 2:13-23

Recorder/harp/vocal trio and
English carols

January 2, 2004 - Holy Communion
Preacher: Betty Berghaus

Responsibilitiesfor December 19 - December 26, 2004

ACOLYTES

NURSERY

USHERS

12/19 James Chesnut & Caroline Dorminey
12/26 Ben Chesnut & Kaleigh Roe

LECTORS

12/19 8:30 - Jm Maxwell
11:00 - Dorene Palermo
12/26 11:00 - Carlisle Willard

ELDER GREETERS

12/19 8:30 - Bo Harris, 111
11:00 - Woody Warburton
12/26 11:00 - Bonnie Derr

OFFERING COUNTERS

12/19 Bill & Anne Young
12/26 Mike & Kay Rosenmarkle

November Nursery Coordinator -
Barb Vanden Broek
12/19 8:30 - Infants - Leslie Collins & Cathy
Smith
2-5 - Bruce & Tracey Holsinger
11:00 - Infants - Blair & Laura Chesnut
Toddlers - Diane Kelly
2-3 - Christopher & Katherine
Stanley
4-5 - Shayne & Angela Ruffing
Float - Jonathan Burig
12/26 11:00 - Infants - Beverly McGraw
Toddlers - Jane & Rich DeGiacomo
2-3 - David Anderson
4-5 - Scott McLeod
Float - (Volunteer Needed)

12/19 8:30 - Donald & Shirley Rufty, and
Jeff & Mary Beck Sutton
11:00 - Jim, Lee, & Morgan Thompson,
Judy Hendrixon, Hannah Overhalt,
and Dan & Martha Milam
12/26 11:00 - Scott McLeod, John Atkins,
Margaret McCarty, Howard Ross,
Wilem Lombard, Chip Roe, and

Jm Agnew

SOUND TECHNICIANS

The sound coordinators are Dorene Palermo
(8:30) and Doug Brown (11:00).
12/19 8:30 - Doug Wellemeyer
11:00 - Frank Stalllings
12/26 11:00 - Frank Stallings




